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Letters
Embolic strokE as a latE complication 
of infErior vEna cava thrombosis
Editor,
We read with interest the article entitled “Inferior vena cava 
thrombosis  in  young  adults  –  a  review  of  two  cases”  by 
McAree et al. in the May 2009 Journal 1. In addition to the 
complications  they  describe,  we  recently  encountered  an 
unusual and late complication of the condition.
A 73 year old male in sinus rhythm with history of 2 embolic 























veins  that  were  not  present  in  this  case. A  spontaneous 
thrombosis of the IVC is very rare as discussed by McAree 
































foramen ovale and cryptogenic stroke in older patients. N Engl J Med. 
2007;357(22):2262-8.







1721)  who  lived  in  the  townland  of  Drumnahuncheon, 
between Richhill and Kilmore, County Armagh.  Sir William’s 
father, Robert was born in 1817 by which time his family 
name was spelt Whitley.  Due, reportedly, to a family feud, 
Robert and his father changed their name to Whitlaw.  Robert 
Whitlaw went to live in Monaghan where in 1841 he married 
Anne Williams of a family long resident in the town.  Shortly 
afterwards Robert changed his name to Whitla, and it was 
as Whitla that all twelve of the offspring were born.  Such 
name changes were frequent at the time but those among Sir 
William’s forebears have not previously been described.
Fig 1.Panel A: IVC: inferior vena cava, LA: left atrium, RA: right 
atrium, Arrow: Jet crosses patent foramen ovale. 
Panel B: Arrow: Inferior vena cava stenosis.